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this country, and the best issue of such an event must be attended with much distress. In short, the natural and political advantages of France are such that I very much fear the consequences. To divert her attention by stirring up some powerful enemy on the Continent has been long and universally considered as our only resource, and yet unfortunately we seem to be obstructing the only Power capable of creating that diversion) which is the Emperor. . . .'
It was amidst fears so intense and prejudices so deep-seated that Pitt undertook the negotiations for a friendly commercial treaty with France which is the chief event of the year 1786.
1 Pitt MSS., 332. It wns wrllirn nwlnjf to n Hin^ular rirniiiisiancr, wbii'h rrvrnls ihc impuhivriu^-i of I'lll. The Duke bad ahnonl i-attially nn^^vHird llu: drsirabiliiy of irco fouiholi! in UIP Dutch Nctlurlmids by huhiciii(r HUMII to to inchidi- I'ln^Lind in thrir rt-crnt treaty with l-Vancc. This hint, which Ihr Dnkt; tbirw out in cunvn'-siilion, was at unco taken up by 1'itl, who, without fdiisultin^ the. Cabiiua, ur^e-d tjirmarllu-n to lake Mrps to cany It into rffrcl, and MinwMr.d that out- uf llu- 1'ittriots mi^hl lir In iht-d to make the prnprmal of including l-'.iinlaiid, a»* If il were to lest tin* stncirity of her offrr.4 of (Vienil'.hip. <)f runr-.e. the: maltrr mine lit iinlliinjr; but llu; iiirprisr uf ihr DuUr at rill'-, -.prrdy iiduplinn uf tin- him lt-,l him i«t drsritnl "ii niir iMil.tlion, and lu hmp on the well worn ibrme ol .in .db.tiu'e with AidUia:
